DISNEY MUSICALS IN SCHOOLS: STAGE CONNECT
2026-2027 APPLICATION
If helpful, use this Word document to collaborate with your team members on application answers. You may then copy and paste your responses into the application form. 
PART 1: GENERAL INFORMATION
School name:
School district:
School mailing address: 
(If awarded, this is where physical materials will be shipping. To ensure a smooth delivery experience, please double-check that your shipping address is accurate and complete.)
City:
State:
Zip:

Project contact name: 
Position at School: 
Phone number:
Email:

Principal name: 
Email:  
Please provide a link to your school’s NCES listing:
(visit NCES.ed.gov and enter your school name in the search bar. Click the first result, and paste that link here)

How did you hear about the program?
· 
· TV Spotlight
· Social Media
· Email
· Teacher’s Forum
· Word of Mouth
· Search Engine
· Other


PART 2: LOGISTICS
Stage Connect is an online professional learning platform designed to help you build a musical theater program. 
How comfortable is your proposed School Team with self-directed, asynchronous learning?
· No one on the team is comfortable
· Some team members are comfortable
· Most team members are comfortable
· All team members are comfortable.

Do you produce a formal piece of musical theatre every year?       Yes / No     .   
If yes, describe what you have produced in the last 2 years:

Number of students who would be involved onstage: _______
(The program is designed for 30-60 students onstage, though many schools find success in sticking with 45 students. If you would like to include more than 60 students, they may be involved in an off-stage capacity, e.g. as stage crew, costume and set designers, production assistants, etc.)

Grade(s) of students who would participate in the program : _______________
(Must be in 3rd-5th, although 3rd- 6th is acceptable for elementary schools that go up to 6th grade)
 





Program Timeline:

	
	Cohort A
	Cohort B

	Application Deadline
	February 9, 2026
	February 9, 2026

	Finalists Selected
	Early - Mid March 2026
	Early - Mid March 2026

	Finalist Video Submission Due
	Late March 2026
	Late March 2026

	Decision Notification
	Early-Mid April 2026
	Early-Mid April 2026

	Orientation
	September 2026
	November 2026

	Teacher Course Work Completion
	October 2026
	December 2026

	Rehearsal
	October 2026 – February 2027
	January 2027 – May 2027

	Performance
	February – March 2027
	May – June 2027



If selected, please indicate which cohort you would be part of:
Cohort A   ________			Cohort B   _______


We require a minimum of 45 hours of out-of-school-time rehearsal in total, and recommend two 90-minute rehearsals per week for 15 weeks.
 
Which days and times do you plan to use for rehearsal?
(Select the closest 15-minute increment to your start and end times. Select N/A for days you do not intend to have rehearsal.)



PART 2a: LOGISTICS DETAILS

Producing a musical requires collaborative and individual planning time. It’s helpful if the School Team is available for brief planning meetings before and/or after each rehearsal and for periodic longer meetings throughout the process. 
How will your team approach this necessary planning time? 



It is ideal for students to rehearse in the same space they will perform with additional breakout spaces available (e.g. empty, quiet hallway or nearby classroom). Keep in mind that other concurrent uses of the space (e.g. dismissal, other clubs) are not compatible with the rehearsal process.
What spaces in your school will be used for rehearsal? Is your auditorium shared by another school or program and if so, how will you make arrangements to reserve the space? 




How will your school make adjustments so that students, teachers, and space will all be available at the same time for your scheduled rehearsals and performances?



PART 3: STAFFING
Please list the names of your school’s certified arts teachers:
(If your school does not have any full or part time arts faculty, leave blank. This is not a requirement for participation.)
        	Theatre: ______________________ Full or part time: ___________
        	Dance: _______________________  Full or part time: ___________
        	Music: _______________________  Full or part time: ___________
        	Visual art: ____________________   Full or part time: ___________ 


Please indicate the members of your School Team and share why they want to be part of your production. This is a chance for our reviewers to get to know your team! 
(School Team members must be employees of the school district and may not be third party providers. Parents and volunteers can be supplementary support, but not on the core school team. The core roles of Director, Choreographer, Music Director, Stage Manager must attend every rehearsal. School Team members in roles of Producer and Production Manager do not need to attend every rehearsal.)

Team Member 1: _____________________________________________________________
Position at School: __________________________________________________________________
Will this person be in every rehearsal? _____Yes _____ No
Qualifications and/or interest:



Team Member 2: _____________________________________________________________
Job Title: __________________________________________________________________
Will this person be in every rehearsal? _____Yes _____ No
Qualifications and/or interest:
 


Team Member 3: _____________________________________________________________
Job Title: __________________________________________________________________
Will this person be in every rehearsal? _____Yes _____ No
Qualifications and/or interest:


 
Team Member 4 (optional but strongly encouraged): ______________________________________________________________
Job Title: __________________________________________________________________
Will this person be in every rehearsal? _____Yes _____ No
Qualifications and/or interest:
 


Team Member 5 (optional): _____________________________________________________
Job Title: __________________________________________________________________
Will this person be in every rehearsal? _____Yes _____ No
Qualifications and/or interest:
 


Team Member 6 (optional): _____________________________________________________
Job Title: __________________________________________________________________
Will this person be in every rehearsal? _____Yes _____ No
Qualifications and/or interest:




PART 4: PROGRAM IMPACT RESPONSES
We recommend sharing approximately 2 paragraphs for each prompt. Your thoughtful and individual answers help reviewers understand your school’s culture and how Disney Musicals in Schools may support your school’s artistic goals. 
(While AI tools may be helpful in your writing, this application process is about what makes your school and students special. Your genuine voice is appreciated!)

How would you use Disney Musicals in Schools to develop an ongoing tradition of musical theatre at your school?
 
 

Why is it important for your students to have access to the performing arts?
  


Disney Musicals in Schools requires time, effort, and collaboration from the school faculty participating in the program, and from the school’s leadership team. 
What steps will your School Team take to ensure the success of the program? How will the school’s administration support the program?
 
 


What challenges do you anticipate and what areas of support would you most benefit from? What do you hope to gain from the professional development?
 


Is there anything else you would like to share with the Disney reviewing team?
 





PLEASE NOTE: 
Finalists will be selected mid-March and will be asked to submit a video essay in late-March. 

If this period is busy for your team, you may consider recording early in the hopes you will be selected to move to the next round. You are welcome to download the video submission details document to add your notes or responses. It will be available on the confirmation page after you have submitted the written assignment
